
 

 

 

  

	

Tall Cedars of Lebanon of North America 

November 2016 

 

TALL	CEDAR	MEMORIAL	AND	FUNERAL	
SERVICES	



 

Tall Cedar Memorial and (11/16) 
Funeral Services 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This page intentionally left blank. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Tall Cedar Memorial and (11/16) 
Funeral Services 2 
 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 
 
GTC: (3 Raps) Cedars remove your Pyramid. 
 
GTC: At this time, we pause to pay respect to those Cedars whom 
God, in His infinite wisdom has seen fit to remove from our earthly 
Forest during the last year. 
 
(Chanters or soloist will sing or violin will play “Faith of our 
Fathers.” While this hymn is being sung or played, the Grand Tall 
Cedar, approaches the Altar followed by the Senior Deputy and 
Junior Deputy Grand Tall Cedar, to his right and left respectively.  
The Chaplain approaches the Altar and stands at the side of the 
Grand Tall Cedar.  The Scribe may go to the Altar and stand at the 
other side of the Grand Tall Cedar or he may remain seated at his 
station.  The Royal Rangers will march in and form a cross in front 
of the Altar. Each will carry an unlighted small flashlight or 
candle.  Flowers may be substituted for the lights.  The Grand Tall 
Cedar will light a candle which is placed on the Altar and shall 
remain lit throughout the ceremony, representing the Supreme 
Architect of the Universe.) 
 
CHAPLAIN:  Brethren in the midst of life we find death.  But, by 
the Grace of the Supreme Architect of the Universe, we are granted 
that faith which enables us to find life in the midst of death. 
 
(Chanters or soloist will sing, or violin will play “Abide with me”) 
 
GTC: (1 Rap) 
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GTC: Brother Scribe please read the names of the departed Brothers 
and the date of their initiation. 
 
(The Scribe reads names of the departed and the dates of initiation.  
As each name and date is announced, one light is lit until the entire 
list of deceased is complete.  Flowers may be used instead of lights.)   
 
GTC: (3 Raps) Cedars remove your Pyramid. 
 
CHAPLAIN:  Their passing is a most solemn reminder that the well-
laid plans upon His trestle board are being consummated and that, by 
His divine mercy, they shall dwell in peace and blessedness in that 
Eternal Forest which is being cultivated for all those who have 
striven on earth to conform their lives to the Divine Will. 
 
We gratefully acknowledge the many and varied blessings which His 
Providence has permitted us to enjoy and we earnestly pray that, in 
this hour of bereavement, we may believe that all things do work 
together for good to those who love the Lord. 
 
May our sorrow be sanctified to the wiser ordering of our lives and 
may the bereaved families be the recipients of His comforting and 
strengthening grace. 
 
GTC: (1 Rap) 
 
GTC: Brother Scribe please read the names of the departed Brothers 
and the date of their death. 
 
(Scribe here reads the names of the departed and dates of their 
deaths. One light is extinguished as each name is read, the one 
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main light remaining, representing the Supreme Architect of the 
Universe.) 
 
GTC: Brother Chaplain you will offer a prayer.  Cedars remove your 
Pyramid. (3 Raps) 
 
CHAPLAIN:  May we continue in His favor and His guiding hand 
be ever at the helm of our destiny.  May our own lives be so molded 
that we too shall find peace in that Perpetual Forest. 
 
(Chanters or soloist will sing or violin will play “Nearer My God to 
Thee.”) 
 
CHAPLAIN:  And now may the grace of the Supreme Architect of 
the Universe be upon us and abide with us, to bless, guide and 
preserve us, our Forest, our Fraternity and our Country.  Amen. 
 
(Chanters or soloist will sing or violin will play “The Lord’s 
Prayer.”) 
 
GTC: This concludes the Memorial Service.  (1 Rap)  
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FUNERAL SERVICE 
 
Duties of Team: 
 
Grand Tall Cedar should be the team leader – calling the team 
together and if necessary assign the several offices. 
 
The Guide should be responsible for the line-up, the march in and 
out, and the color guard, if used (see instructions for service using 
color guard) and place pyramid in the casket. 
 
The Chaplain should assist the Guide and act as a second Guide for 
the exit march and provide a Bible. 
 
The Guide should be responsible for white gloves for the team 
 
The Guide should be responsible to assure speakers have ritual 
parts. 
 
The first and second Stewards should line-up all Tall Cedars other 
than the team for the march in and out.  If too many, pews may be 
used – Guide will escort Tall Cedars to pews and resume his place 
at the casket foot. 
 
The Senior Deputy should be responsible for arranging for the 
setting-up rehearsals. 
 
Overall responsibility for conduct of Funeral Service will be the 
Grand Tall Cedar’s. 
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Tall Cedars will gather at the funeral home or at the gravesite.  The 
dress should be consistent with the Grand Lodge and will include 
the pyramid.   
 
Enter from the back of room where possible.  Proceed towards 
casket slowly – 6 steps per minute approximately.  Proceed past the 
casket (or remains) in an orderly fashion; remove their pyramid 
when they pass, 
 placing it over their heart. 
 
The officers will enter single file as follows: 
 
 Members    Goes to side of room 
 Past Officers   Goes to side of room 
 Chaplain    Takes position at head of casket 
 Junior Deputy GTC Takes position at Chaplains right 
 Senior Deputy GTC Takes position at Junior’s right 
 Grand Tall Cedar  Takes position at Senior’s right 
 
Guide leads followed in order by the Chaplain, Junior Deputy, 
Senior Deputy, Steward, and Grand Tall Cedar.  Pyramids are held 
over the heart in the usual position 
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FUNERAL RITUAL 

 
GTC:  Brother Cedars and friends:  We have come together to honor 
the memory of our Brother _________ who was initiated ______and 
died _______.  Our Almighty and Everlasting Architect and Creator 
of the Universe, in His all wise providence has called the soul of our 
deceased Brother out of this world and the ties of fraternal friendship 
and brotherly love, imposing upon us the mournful duty of this sad 
parting, from his associations with us.  “The Lord hath given and the 
Lord hath taken away.  Blessed be His name.”  How faithfully our 
Brother fulfilled the duties of this life and with what courage he 
upheld his professions we can bear witness; let us, therefore, 
remember him for his virtues and his strength of character. 
 
We cannot assume that our Brother was without fault, but as we shall 
all have to answer before the Just Judge, for the deeds done in the 
flesh, let us hope that he will receive our Father’s approval.  Farewell 
Brother, may we be faithful to our professions and when we are 
called to judgment may we rise and greet thee. 
 
We sincerely hope his favorable record is inscribed in the Book of 
Life.   
 
(The Grand Tall Cedar will then place the deceased Tall Cedars 
pyramid in/or on the casket (or remains) and return to his place.) 
 
SENIOR DEPUTY GTC:  The righteous shall flourish like the palm 
tree.  He shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. The deeply rooted and 
strong trees, the Tall Cedars of Lebanon, are the emblem of all that is 
noblest and enduring in human spiritual existence and are held by us, 
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as a token of our faith in the immortality of the soul and with their 
everlasting wood, a symbol of that immortal part within us, which 
shall outlast the powers of the grave. 
 
As we stand in the presence of death let us remember our own 
mortality and that soon this earthly body shall have molded to dust in 
the grave and nothing remain of us on earth; and be faithful to our 
professions and be as the wood of the Tall Cedars of Lebanon, which 
when cut off, was most useful; and so continue as to become living 
parts in that Temple, not made by hands, eternal in the Heavens. 
 
Farewell Brother ___________.  Rest in Pease.  (Sing or recite the 
third verse of “Abide with Me”.) 
 

I need Thy presence every passing hour, 
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s power? 

Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord 

Abide with me 
 
JUNIOR DEPUTY:  The footsteps of the righteous man are ordered 
of the Lord and all things work together for the good of them that 
love Him.  Let us continue in our trust in God and with complete 
confidence in His providence, to circumscribe our actions according 
to our fraternal professions and square our lives with every moral and 
social virtue and live and die in peace.  The Lord will keep him in 
perfect peace whose mind is stayed in Thee.  Let us apply our hearts 
and minds to wisdom and do with our might whatsoever our hands 
find to do and may all our best intentions come to complete success.  
The gavel is symbolic of our efforts as spiritual hewers in the Forest 
of the Tall Cedars of Lebanon and as workmen in the Eternal Temple 
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of the Most High God.  And now, because our God of Mercy and 
hope and consolation doth not willingly afflict or grieve the children 
of men, let us approach the Throne of Grace in reverence and 
supplication. 
 
(Sing or recite the forth verse of “Abide with Me.”) 
 

I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless 
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness 

Where is deaths sting?  Where, grave thy victory? 
I am triumph still, if Thou abide with me. 

 
CHAPLAIN:  Almighty and everlasting God, the Lord of Life and 
Death, we bow before Thee with profound reverence and in humble 
submission to Thy Divine Will.  In Thy Wise Providence Thou hast 
called the soul of our deceased Brother out of this world.  We Thank 
Thee for the life of our Brother and our associations with him and for 
Thine assurances of life beyond this, where we shall meet again.  The 
deeply rooted and strong trees, the Tall Cedars of Lebanon are to us 
the symbol of our faith in the immortality of the soul that immortal 
part within us, which shall outlast the powers of death.  Let Thy 
Fatherly Care and Protection be over those who are bereaved, 
remember them O Lord in Thy Mercy and supply all their needs.  
Comfort them with the sense of Thy Goodness and give them that 
peace which the world can neither give nor take away.  Heavenly 
Father, forgive our willfulness, our faults and failures, our omissions 
and our lack of faith and quicken us, who are still in our pilgrimage 
and teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts and 
minds to wisdom and so to live that when our end approaches our 
eyes may be closed in peace and may we lie down in the grave as 
they who compose themselves to sleep. For man goethe to his long 
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home, the silver cord is loosed and the golden bowl is broken, his 
dust returns to God, who gave it.  Farewell to our Brother, may he 
rest in Peace and may our Heavenly Father extend his mercy toward 
him and toward us all and fulfill our blessed hope with eternal bliss in 
His glorious Presence.  This we ask for the Honor of His Name unto 
whom Glory be now and forever.  
 
Recitation --- At completion of Chaplains prayer all say “may it 
ever be thus.” 


