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PROLOGUE COSTUMES 

 

The costume of King Solomon should consist of an undergarment 

secured by a cord with tassel ends and an outer or over-garment of 

contrasting color, flesh colored hose and sandals.  Solomon wears 

no crown but a head covering of the style worn by kings of that 

period when in public.  The costume is for outdoors and not for the 

throne room.  No ermine, therefore, should be used.  He should 

wear a black beard and wig (ancient style). 

 

The costume of Prince Azariah should be the same style as the 

King's but not as fine or as elaborate.  The color may be red and 

blue or green and gold.  If undergarment is blue, over-garment 

should be of a contrasting color.  Hose and sandals should be worn.  

A bright brown wig and beard (ancient style) should be used. 

 

The costumes of the Overseers should be the same as those of the 

craftsmen of that period.  The coats are loose fitting (with or 

without sleeves), cords around waists.  Hose and sandals should be 

less elaborate than those of the King and Prince. 

 

The Oriental Salute in the Prologue is made by raising both hands, 

palms toward the King, and bowing deeply.  The King answers by 

stretching forth his scepter or by bowing his head.  Always salute 

when addressing the King.  When one is addressed by the King he 

shall salute or, if seated, shall rise and salute. 

 

All men shall bow and salute the King and the Prince before 

addressing them. 
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PROLOGUE - Scene One - As the Curtain Rises 

 

The Musicians will sing or play - "Bless this House" 

Published by Boosey and Hawkes - No. 1456 TTBB 

 

PROLOGUE CHARACTERS 

 

Master Overseer of Draughtsmen 

Prince Azariah 

Master Overseer of Workers in woods 

Master Overseer of Tools 

Grand Master of Workers 

Master Overseer of the Stonemasons 

Master Overseer of the Load Carriers 

King Solomon and two body guards. 

 

STAGE SETTING 

 

The setting represents a space in front of the tent of the Grand 

Master of Workers at the building of King Solomon's Temple.  

There should be two ancient trestle boards with plans and tools and 

sufficient cedar blocks for the counselors to sit on.  If possible, a 

green carpet or artificial grass should cover the floor.  The light is 

rather subdued as it is near low twelve on a full moon night.  A 

recording of night sounds can be used during the presentation of 

the Prologue.  It should be subdued. The stage setting should be as 

elaborate as the finances of the Forest will permit.  The setting 

should be free of blinking lights, electric foundations, floor lights, 

or other decorations and electrical equipment not suitable to the era 

depicted in the Degree.  It is advisable that a stage manager be 
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appointed who would be responsible for the proper setting and 

which would eliminate confusion. 

 

COSTUMES 

 

King Hiram's beard and wig should be gray.  He should use a 

scepter.  The Prince Master of the Palace wears a white wig and 

beard and carries a staff.  Brown and blond wigs should be used for 

princes. 

 

The Supreme Forest has adopted costumes for every character in 

this Degree.  These costumes are copies of those worn by the 

Tyrians (Phoenicians) about 1000 B.C., which we take for the 

setting of the Royal Court Degree.  By way of suggestion, plates 

showing patterns of costumes are depicted in the Stage Manual 

now in possession of your Forest. 

 

These costumes may be as gorgeous and elaborate as the finances 

of the Forest will permit but a really creditable outfit may be 

purchased for a reasonable sum.  Costumes may be rented from a 

costumer but it is recommended that every Forest procure a set of at 

least five costumes as its permanent property.  The costumes should 

be of the Biblical Period and under NO circumstances should those 

of a later date be used. 

 

It is advisable that the director of the work check uncombed wigs, 

sloppy makeup, street clothing worn under robes with trouser legs 

visible or partly rolled up showing garters and socks, shirts worn 

underneath robes with collars showing, and wristwatches showing. 
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PROLOGUE AND ROYAL COURT - Instructions 
 

Members shall refrain from smoking during the presentation of the 

Prologue and Royal Court. 
 

1.  GENERAL DIRECTIONS 

a. The conferring of any of the Degrees of Tall Cedarism 

(Prologue, Royal Court, or Sidonian) in full or short form 

must be accomplished in a regularly opened and properly tiled 

Tall Cedar Meeting.  The degree conferral may be at a regular 

meeting, or a special called meeting, if the membership is 

notified and it is operating under a proper dispensation. 
 

 b. The Prologue and Royal Court may be dramatized excluding 

the Secret Work at an Open Meeting which will be presented at 

a Tiled Meeting. 
  

Our Ritual is based upon the important historical occurrences at 

the time of the building of King Solomon's Temple and deals with a 

chapter of the Temple's history, which is covered by the Degree 

work of our Fraternity.  It consists of two scenes, the Prologue and 

the Royal Court..  The degree work is divided into two scenes, the 

Prologue and the Royal Court. 
 

The scene of the Prologue is in front of the tent of the Master 

Overseer of King Solomon, at the time of the building of the 

Temple.  The dialogues stress the need for more timber.  The 

decision is made to ask King Hiram of Tyre for cedar wood and the 

use of his workmen to hew it. 
 

The scene of the Royal Court is in the High Court of Tyre, calling 

for, and employing the workmen of Sidon as hewers of cedar wood 

in the forest of Lebanon. 
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The scenes in these two Degrees portray, in a manner, the means by 

which the workers of Sidon were gathered together for labor in the 

forest of Lebanon. 

 

The scene of the Prologue is laid in front of the tent of the Master 

Overseer of King Solomon at the time of the building of the Temple.  

The scene of the Royal Court depicts the court of Tyre and portrays 

the means by which the workers of Tyre and Sidon were gathered 

for labor in the forests of Lebanon during the reign of King Hiram 

and coincidental with the reign of King Solomon at Jerusalem. 

 

According to our accepted traditions, we learn that the hewers of 

wood in Lebanon were bound together in fraternal brotherhood, as 

were the hewers of stone at Jerusalem and the workers engaged in 

the erection of the Temple. 

 

The Full Form of the Prologue and the Royal Court is a dramatic 

and spectacular presentation of the calling and employment of the 

workmen of Sidon by King Hiram to become hewers of timber in 

his forest of Lebanon. 

 

It is not prescribed, nor intended, that the full ceremonies of the 

Prologue and Royal Court shall be used at every meeting of the 

Forest.  In most Forests, it will be found more satisfactory, and 

more effective, if used several times each year.  Each Grand Tall 

Cedar shall make every effort to have Prologue and Royal Court 

teams for his Forest.  If this is impossible he is required to invite a 

neighboring Forest to present the work for him.  Many Forests will 

welcome the opportunity to make a visitation and display their 

work.  Friendly visitations are a most important feature in the life 
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of any Forest and help to create and maintain that fraternal feeling 

which is the foundation of our Order. 

 

The Prologue and Royal Court shall be presented in a serious and 

dignified manner and made as impressive as possible.  During 

Initiations, All entrances and exits shall be tiled and kept closed 

until the conclusion of the Secret Work.  The members of the 

Forest shall remain seated, except while the obligation is being 

given, and all unnecessary conversation and movements avoided.  

The ceremonies of the Royal Court admit much elaboration in 

costumes and properties.  It may be made very spectacular, 

especially in the entry of the King and his enthronement and also 

the entry of Prince Azariah. 

 

In presenting the Prologue and Royal Court, the aim should be to 

have the different movements follow one another in immediate and 

rapid succession.  The entire ceremony has been planned as a 

whole and there shall be no break in the action at any time. 

 

If the Grand Tall Cedar takes the part of the King, he should call 

someone to preside over the Forest and transact the preliminary 

business, while he is putting on his costume.  The Princes and 

Rangers shall be READY TO ENTER as soon as the Royal Court is 

announced.  Delay is ABSOLUTELY UNNECESSARY if the 

different Officers and the Chief Ranger STUDY THE RITUAL.  

The Guide shall have the candidates arranged in the anteroom in 

such manner that they may be brought in immediately when the 

order is given by the Grand Tall Cedar.  All movements and 

marching in the Royal Court shall be with the greatest dignity and 

formality.  There shall be no levity or appearance of haste. 
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The use of Rangers in the presentation of the Royal Court is 

optional at the discretion of the Grand Tall Cedar or Preceptor.  

The script for the dramatization of the Royal Court is prepared to 

include the participation of the Rangers.  There are several 

alternatives possible in the use of the Rangers.  The Royal Rangers 

can be members of the regular Forest Ranger Unit or they can be 

members of the Royal Court cast.  If Rangers are used, it is 

preferable they be provided with costumes suitable to the period.  If 

the regular Forest Ranger Unit is utilized in their modern 

uniforms, it is recommended they be used for escort duty only and 

not be involved in any special drills or related stage business.  The 

directions as to movements of the Rangers, as given in the Ritual, 

must be governed by local conditions such as size of the room and 

location of the entrance.  The Grand Tall Cedar and the Chief 

Ranger may make such changes as will add to the beauty and 

impressiveness of the work. 

 

The work of the Prologue and Royal Court will be made most 

impressive and effective in every Forest by the institution of a 

Degree team, which may or may not consist of Officers of the 

Forest.  Generally, it will be found that the Grand Tall Cedar has 

enough to do without attempting to memorize and perform one of 

the parts in the Prologue and Royal Court.  In order to be effective, 

it is absolutely necessary that all parts be memorized and the work 

done without a book in sight.  In every Forest there may be found 

members possessing good voices and dramatic ability who, with 

proper rehearsal together, can render the work of the Prologue and 

Royal Court with dignity and impressiveness.  This team should 

continue from year to year with only such changes as may be 

necessary.  It is advisable to have several understudies to fill in if 

any member of the Degree Team is unavoidably absent. 
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The parts of the King and Prince Master of the Palace are the most 

important.  It is especially necessary that the Prince Master of the 

Palace be thoroughly familiar with the movements of the Ritual 

since, from his position on the floor and in the anteroom, he can 

give directions to other members of the team and to the Rangers. 

The Oriental salute in the Prologue and Royal Court is made by 

raising both hands, palms toward the King and bowing deeply.  The 

King answers by stretching forth his scepter or by bowing his head.  

Always salute when addressing the King.  When one is addressed by 

the King he shall salute, or, if seated, shall rise and salute. 

 

Special lighting effects during the presentation of these dramatic 

scenes can be used to enhance the impact of this ritual work.  This 

effect is greater, if presented in a hall equipped with stage lights.  A 

cue chart follows on the next page. 

 

The Supreme Preceptor is, by law, the official exponent of the work 

and the application of the Ritual of our Order.  Any question as to 

the meaning or proper wording of the Ritual should be referred to 

him. 
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INTRODUCTION TO PROLOGUE DRAMATIZATION 

OR STORY OF THE PROLOGUE 

 

(Before the Prologue is presented (or communicated), the Grand 

Tall Cedar, or someone designated by him, shall rise and say:) 

 

GTC:  Brother Tall Cedars, we are about to present the Prologue to 

the Royal Court of King Hiram of Tyre so that we may increase the 

number of workmen in the Forest.   Brother Guide (the Guide rises 

and salutes) you will admit the workmen who are waiting and place 

them in the audience chamber. 

 

(The Guide brings in the candidates and seats them in the front of 

the room.  They are not to be hoodwinked.  There must be no 

attempt at fun.  All proceedings in the Prologue must be orderly 

and full of dignity.) 

 

GTC:  (To candidates and all)  The ceremony you are about to 

witness (or hear) is based upon historical occurrences at the time of 

the building of King Solomon's Temple.  It deals with a chapter of 

the Temple's history which is covered by the degree work of our 

Fraternity. 

 

In Holy Writ (1st Kings:5) we learn that King Solomon sent to 

Hiram, King of Tyre, asking that cedar trees might be hewed out of 

the Forest of Lebanon, for, said he, "Thou knowest that there are 

none among us who can skill to hew timber like unto the Sidonians."  

King Hiram consented, saying "My servants shall bring them down 

from Lebanon unto the sea and I will convey them by sea in floats 

unto the place thou shall appoint me, and will cause them to be 

discharged there." 
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According to our accepted traditions, it follows that the hewers of 

wood in the forest of Lebanon, as well as the hewers of stone in 

Jerusalem, were bound together in a league of fraternal brotherhood. 

 

The degree work, which follows, is divided into two scenes, the 

Prologue and the Royal Court. 

 

The scene of the Prologue is in front of the tent of the Grand Master 

of Workers at the time of the building of King Solomon's Temple.  

The dialogues stress the need of more timber.  The decision is made 

to ask King Hiram of Tyre for cedar wood and the use of his 

workmen to hew it. 

 

The scene of the Royal Court is in the High Court of Tyre, calling for 

and employing the workmen of Sidon to become hewers of cedar 

wood in the forest of Lebanon. 

 

These scenes, in a manner, portray the means by which the workers 

of Sidon were gathered together for labor in the forest of Lebanon. 

 

The Story of the Prologue will now be presented. 

 

The scene is in front of the tent of the Grand Master of Workers at 

the time of the building of King Solomon's Temple.  It is near low 

twelve on a full moon night.  Prince Azariah is examining the plans 

on the trestle boards, going from one to the other.  He calls the 

Master Overseer of Draughtmen and discusses a point on the plan. 
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PROLOGUE-DRAMATIZATION 

 

Dramatization of the Prologue has been found to be far more 

effective than simply communicating The Story of the Prologue.  

Therefore, it is strongly recommended that a dramatization be 

performed by a Prologue and Royal Court Team. 

 

The Prologue is an introduction the Royal Court which gives a 

better understanding of that beautiful Degree. 

 

NOTE:  Members shall refrain from smoking during the 

presentation of the Prologue Degree. 

 

PROLOGUE 

(Dramatization) 

 

(When the curtain rises, Prince Azariah is examining the plans on 

the trestle boards, going from one to the other.  He calls the Master 

Overseer of Draughtsmen from his tent and discusses various 

problems on the plan.  Finally both sit down.) 

 

PRINCE AZARIAH:  No, No, Master Overseer, I cannot agree with 

you.  The progress of the work is impeded.  We are almost at a 

standstill.  Do you know that our Grand Master has asked our Royal 

Master, King Solomon, to attend the council called for low twelve 

tonight? 

 

MASTER OVERSEER OF DRAUGHTSMEN:  He has?  So that 

accounts for the renewed activity and the feverish haste of the 

laborers.  Mark you well, my Noble Prince, this session will be a 
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lively one.  Look!  Look!  Here comes the Master Overseer of Tools.  

Hail, Master Overseer, and my salutation to you. 

 

MASTER OVERSEER OF TOOLS:  (A rather severe and critical 

character) Hail, my companions.  I saw by the rising moon that the 

hour must be low twelve, so I stopped my labors to be present.  But 

why the call for the secret council and does our Royal Master, King 

Solomon, know of this? 

 

MASTER OVERSEER OF DRAUGHTSMEN:  Most certainly he 

does, my noble smith, and he himself will sit in this council with us 

tonight.  (Seven sounds of mallet)  Hark, the seven sounds of the 

mallet.  Our Grand Master of Workers is passing the Outer Guard.  

And now he comes.  (All rise.) 

 

GRAND MASTER OF WORKERS:  Master Overseers, I salute 

you and bid you welcome.  I have summoned you to the trestle board 

that we may listen to the wise counsel of the Overseers.  I have also 

asked our Royal Master, King Solomon, to lend his worthy presence 

here tonight as matters of grave importance are to be discussed and 

definitely decided upon.  Master Overseer of Draughtsmen; what is 

the hour? 

 

MASTER OVERSEER OF DRAUGHTSMEN:  Illustrious Grand 

Master, it still lacks the last space on the sand watch to make it low 

twelve. 

 

GRAND MASTER OF WORKERS:  'Tis well.  Brother Master 

Overseer of Tools, is your working tent in good order? 
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MASTER OVERSEER OF TOOLS:  It is, Grand Master.  My 

smiths wield their hammers from early morning till late in the night.  

Never let it be said that the lack of sharp tools has impeded the 

progress of the work.  And that, Grand Master cannot be said of all, 

for -- (Before this sentence is completed, the three Master Overseers 

interrupt at one time). 

 

THREE MASTER OVERSEERS:  Grand Master, we.... 

 

GRAND MASTER OF WORKERS:  Wait! Wait!  There need be 

no controversy at this time.  (Call from off-stage)  Hark!  I hear the 

Outer Guard's call.  Our Royal Master is nearing the tent. 

 

(Following the call off stage King Solomon enters accompanied by 

two slaves, salutes with both hands raised, walks to the seat center 

stage, sits down and speaks.) 

 

 

KING SOLOMON:  Welcome, my Grand Master of Workers and 

all you Overseers of workers at the Temple.  You have requested my 

presence at your council tonight and even the King listens when you 

speak. 

 

GRAND MASTER OF WORKERS:  O Royal Master, all is not 

well with your servants.  Day by day on my inspections of the work I 

find delay and delay.  There are many idle workers in groups who 

scatter upon my approach.  What is the meaning of this?  We all 

know, Royal Master, of your desire to speed up the work and yet... 
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MASTER OVERSEER OF TOOLS: (Interrupting)  'Tis no fault 

of mine, O Royal Master.  I am well pleased with my workmen and if 

I were not, by the name of my sire, I'd swing the rope, I... 

 

KING SOLOMON:  Have patience, my good Master Overseer of 

Tools.  I know of your zeal and of your force though it appears to me 

that often your workers greatly fear you.  Grand Master, you have 

finished your counsel.  Where do you think the cause of the trouble 

may be found? 

 

GRAND MASTER OF WORKERS:  My Royal Master, I have 

taken council with all the Overseers and have finally come to the 

conclusion that all of the delay is caused by the scarcity of building 

timber.  What we need is more cedar wood for that is the only kind 

we can use.  What is your opinion, Master Overseer of Stonemasons? 

 

MASTER OVERSEER OF STONEMASONS:  You are right, 

Grand Master of Workers.  We have now reached the point where we 

must add to the scaffolding but so scarce is the timber that we are 

forced to tear down on the east wing to build up on the west wing.  

Cedar wood is exactly what we need. 

 

GRAND MASTER OF WORKERS:  And you, Master Overseer of 

the Load Carriers, what have you to say? 

 

MASTER OVERSEER OF THE LOAD CARRIERS:  'Tis true, 

Grand Master, what the Master Overseer of the Stonemasons has 

said.  Ways and approaches have been made for my workers up to the 

west floor.  But farther we cannot go without additional scaffolding 

and when I approach the worthy Master Overseer of the Workers in 

Wood about another addition, he merely shakes his head and is silent. 
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GRAND MASTER OF WORKERS:  Master Overseer of the 

Workers in Wood, do you agree with your Brother Overseer and why 

do you not answer him? 

 

MASTER OVERSEER OF THE WORKERS IN WOOD:  Grand 

Master, why do I not answer him?  Why am I depressed?  Because I 

fully realize how true it is!  My workers are idle most of the time 

simply because we have no timber.  Thrice the moon has come and 

gone and still no signs of timber.  My Brother Overseers send their 

messengers and appeal to me, but what can I do?  O Royal Master, 

our need is great and of you we ask help.  We beseech you, in your 

wisdom, to find an answer to our problem. 

 

KING SOLOMON:  Alas, it is only too true.  Rich as my land is in 

stone and minerals; it lacks the necessary timber, and above all 

things, cedar wood.  Prince Azariah, we have heard no word from 

you.  You have earned your seat in my royal council by your zeal and 

your ability.  Your Royal Master now seeks advice from you. 

 

 

 

PRINCE AZARIAH:  Oh, Royal Master, I thank you for the 

confidence you have placed in your youngest master.  I have 

accompanied our Grand Master on his travels over the work and well 

do I know whereof he speaks.  There is, but one relief and that is 

more cedar wood.  And now, your Majesty, if you will bear with me, 

I will offer my humble suggestion.  You have one mighty ally who is 

richer in timber than all others together.  It is your friend, King Hiram 

of Tyre.  Do you not remember the beautiful forest of stately cedar 

trees in his royal dominion?  Trees so heavy that the square is not 



 

Tall Cedars of Lebanon     (11/13) 16 

Prologue and Royal Court 
 

broken after they are trimmed; trees so tall that the longest rafter need 

not be spliced; and trees so straight that one can hew timber from 

them almost without the line.  It seems to me, Your Majesty, that 

there is all the wood that you need to fill your wants.  And remember, 

Your Majesty, that King Hiram has made you a solemn promise to 

furnish you with timber.  He is in your debt.  The valiant service 

which King David, your father, rendered against King Hiram's 

enemies he could not have forgotten and I am certain he will give all 

the cedar timber you will need and never feel the loss of it, if you will 

but remind him of it. 
 

KING SOLOMON:  Well spoken, Prince Azariah.  Again you have 

pleased your King.  So be it then:  I will send a message to my friend, 

King Hiram and you, Prince Azariah, shall bear that message.  Take 

with you as many of my guards as you shall need and I will see to it 

that the Master of my Treasure Chamber selects suitable presents to 

offer King Hiram.  Remember, Prince Azariah, that you must make 

haste, as we anxiously await your return. 
 

(Prince Azariah arises, bows and leaves hurriedly) 
 

KING SOLOMON:  Grand Master of Workers spread the word that 

I have taken council with the Overseers and that we are hopeful of 

receiving timber before the moon fills again at low twelve.  May 

Jehovah, the God of our Fathers, protect us all.  
 

 

 (King Solomon leaves with his guards.  All bow at his exit) 

 

GRAND MASTER OF WORKERS:  Master Overseers, you have 

heard the command of our Royal Master.  I need not add that you will 

make haste to spread the news.  The moon has nearly passed the hills, 



 

Tall Cedars of Lebanon     (11/13) 17 

Prologue and Royal Court 
 

the hour is growing late.  Return to your tents and rest till the sun 

calls us to labor again. 

 

Our Divine Father, Ruler of the Universe, Thou hast heard of our 

great need for Cedars of Lebanon to be used in the construction of 

Thy Holy Temple.  Grant a safe passage to our messenger, Prince 

Azariah.  May success attend his efforts.  In Jehovah's name we ask 

it.  I now declare this council closed. 

 

(Curtain drops as the Masters walk slowly off the stage or from the 

center aisle.  Silent discussions should be conducted during 

departure from the stage.) 
 

LIGHTING CUE CHART 
 

The lighting effect is to depict a midnight scene with a full moon in 

view.  The scene takes place in front of the tent of the Master 

Overseer of King Solomon at the time of the building of the Temple. 
 

House Lights are out. 
 

Stage Lights are set and remain constant during the entire scene. 
 

Curtain opens slowly after Chanters have finished singing. 
 

Curtain closes as the Grand Master of Workers declares:  

 

GRAND MASTER OF WORKERS:  I now declare this council 

closed! 
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ROYAL COURT INSTRUCTIONS 

 

Dramatization of the Royal Court is obligatory. 

 

The scene of the Royal Court depicts the Court of Tyre and portrays 

the means by which the workers of Tyre and Sidon were gathered 

together for labor in the forests of Lebanon during the reign of 

King Hiram and coincidental with the reign of King Solomon at 

Jerusalem. 

 

Note:  Members shall refrain from smoking during the presentation 

of the Royal Court Degree. 

 

CHARACTERS:  KingHiram of Tyre    Prince Abibaal 

Prince Master of the Palace  Guards 

Prince Azariah    Slaves 

Prince Baelbazer 

 

The parts of the King and Prince Master of the Palace are the most 

important.  It is especially necessary that the Prince Master of the 

Palace be thoroughly familiar with the movements of the Ritual 

since, from his position on the floor and in the anteroom, he can 

give directions to other members of the team and to the Rangers. 

 

The Oriental salute in the Royal Court is made by raising both 

hands, palms toward the King and bowing deeply.  The King 

answers by stretching forth his scepter or by bowing his head.  

Always salute when addressing the King.  When one is addressed by 

the King, he shall salute or, if seated, shall rise and salute. 
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VARIATIONS 

 

Part of the Degree work may be made optional by the Grand Tall 

Cedar or the Director, in order to tie in with prevailing conditions 

in the Forest such as size of the room, not having Rangers, 

Chanters or other reasons. 

 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

 

ROYAL COURT 

(Dramatization) 

 

(If the Prologue is not presented, the story of the Prologue or 

Summary of the Prologue Story shall be read by the Grand Tall 

Cedar or Preceptor before presenting the Royal Court 

dramatization.) 

 

GRAND TALL CEDAR OR PRECEPTOR: (To candidates) You 

are now in the Royal Court of King Hiram of Tyre.  You represent 

skilled wood carvers.  You will wait here in silence until you are 

summoned to the Royal presence. 

 

(The Sentinel shall inform the Chief of the Royal Rangers that the 

Forest is ready to receive the Royal Court.) 

 

The procession shall form in the anteroom in the following order. 
 

 1)  Heralds and Trumpeters 

 2)  Royal Chanters 

 3)  Royal Rangers 



 

Tall Cedars of Lebanon     (11/13) 20 

Prologue and Royal Court 
 

  

They must be ready to move as soon as the Sentinel gives the word 

the Forest is ready to receive the Royal Court. 

 
The Musicians will sing or play - "Green Cathedral" 

Published by John Church Co. - No. 35308 TTBB 

 

The Trumpeters shall sound a fanfare outside as a signal to open 

the doors.  The Trumpeters shall continue to play until the 

procession has fully entered the Court.  Then marching toward the 

throne, the Rangers shall halt, open ranks, two paces apart, raise 

their swords, spears or right hands, forming an archway.  

Immediately the Prince Master of the Palace shall enter, raise his 

arms in a rising gesture and say:) 

 

PRINCE MASTER OF THE PALACE:  Arise, my lords. (Pause) 

(All will arise) Behold, his Majesty, the King. 

 

(Where the dressing room is back of the stage, the Rangers may 

enter and form in front of the Throne.  Princes enter from wings 

and stand right and left of Throne.  Prince Master of the Palace 

enters from wings and says:  
 

PRINCE MASTER OF THE PALACE:  Arise, my Lords, etc. 

(King follows and goes to Throne.) 

 

The musicians will sing or play - "Follow The King" 

 

The King shall enter the Court from the anteroom, preceded by the 

Princes Baelbazer and Abibaal and followed by two Guards in 
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attendance.  This procession moves slowly through the ranks of the 

Rangers.  The Prince Master steps to the right after passing the last 

Ranger in the line and faces inward.  Princes Baelbazer and 

Abibaal move past the Prince Master of the Palace and stand to the 

right and left of the line of procession facing inward.  Each Prince 

should be on the side appropriate to their seating position.  On 

reaching the throne the 

King ascends and takes his seat.  The guards move to a position 

behind and to each side of the King.) 

 

KING:  Lords of the Royal Court, I greet you with a kingly 

salutation.  May health and happiness abide with you and may long 

life and prosperity be your portion.  My Lords, be seated. 

 

(All will be seated except the Rangers and the Prince Master.  

Prince Baelbazer will be seated to the right of the King and Prince 

Abibaal to the left.  The Prince Master of the Palace retires to the 

anteroom by passing through the ranks of the Rangers, who, then, 

march to the rear of the Court and prepare for the entrance of 

Prince Azariah.  The Prince Master of the Palace returns 

immediately, approaches the King and salutes.) 

 

PRINCE MASTER OF THE PALACE:  Your Majesty, an 

ambassador from King Solomon is in waiting. 

 

KING:  You will escort him at once into the Royal Court that we 

may receive him with the honor due his exalted Master. 
 

(The Prince Master of the Palace salutes and retires.  The Rangers 

march to the entrance to escort Prince Azariah and his retinue.  

The Procession enters the Royal Court in the following order: 
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 1) Trumpeters 

 2) Royal Chanters 

 3) Royal Rangers 

 4) Prince Master of the Palace 

 5) Prince Azariah 

 6) Guards of Prince Azariah 

 7) Attending Lords and retinue--in costume 

 

Note:  The audience shall arise as the king enters the room.  Do not 

remove Pyramids. 

 

The Trumpeters play as Prince Azariah enters and the procession 

moves forward.  When they are in front of the throne, the Rangers 

file right and left and halt, leaving space in the center for the 

Prince Master of the Palace and Prince Azariah.  They approach 

the King and salute.  The entry of Prince Azariah may be made as 

gorgeous and spectacular as desired. 

 

(Royal Rangers shall retire to the rear of the Court or anteroom.) 

 

PRINCE MASTER OF THE PALACE:  Your Majesty, I have the 

honor to present Prince Azariah who bears a message from King 

Solomon, your friend and ally. 

 

KING:  Welcome Prince Azariah.  What is the message from King 

Solomon, my friend and ally, most noble Prince? 

 

AZARIAH: (Salutes) Most Excellent King Hiram of Tyre, my 

worshipful Lord and Master, King Solomon, sends royal greetings 

and bade me say that he is building a temple at Jerusalem.  The 

stones thereof are hewed in the quarries near the city but he earnestly 
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desires that it may be roofed with timber of cedar.  Having depleted 

his own supply of cedar wood, he begs that you will command your 

servants to hew timber in the Forest of Lebanon to enable him to 

complete the work of building the temple.  It is well known unto him 

that there are none among us who can skill to hew timber like unto 

the Sidonians. (Salutes) 

 

KING:  Prince Azariah, the request of my friend and son of my 

former ally, King David, is most freely granted.  Upon your return to 

your Royal and Illustrious Master, tell him that I rejoice greatly in his 

wisdom and will do all his desire concerning timber of cedar for the 

Temple.  My servants shall cut wood out of Lebanon, as much as he 

shall need, and we will bring it in floats by sea to Joppa so that he 

may carry it overland to Jerusalem, the site of the Temple.  And so 

that you may witness our preparations to fulfill the promise I have 

made, it is my wish that you attend this session of my court.  In order 

to do so, however, it will be necessary for you to give us your solemn 

pledge of secrecy and loyalty.  Are you willing to do so? 

 

AZARIAH:  I am, Your Majesty. 

 

(Optional--Prince Master of the Palace holds a scroll, brought with 

him on his last entry, NOT A BIBLE.  Prince Azariah will place his 

right hand on the scroll while taking the pledge.) 

 

KING:  My Lords, arise and witness his solemn pledge. (All will 

arise)  (Do not remove Pyramids.) Prince Azariah, place your right 

hand on the Holy Scroll and repeat after me. 

 

I do hereby solemnly promise and vow--upon my honor as a 

Prince--to keep forever secret--all that is imparted to me--at this 
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Court--and will never reveal the same--to any living person--except 

to my Royal Master, King Solomon. 

 

My Lords, be seated. 
 

Note:  Only those in the cast and the candidates stand for the Pledge 

of Secrecy. 

 
KING:  It is well, Prince Azariah.  You will take the seat of honor at 

my right. 

 

(Prince Azariah moves to a seat at the right of the King followed by 

his guards who position themselves behind and to the right and left 

of the Prince.  The Prince Master of the Palace should move to one 

side of the court or be seated with the candidates.) 

 

My Lords, you have heard the request of my illustrious brother, King 

Solomon, and the promise I have made.  In order to accomplish this 

vast undertaking, we must have more workmen in the forest.  

Therefore, it is my royal command that Princes Baelbazer and 

Abibaal, accompanied by the Royal Rangers, shall forthwith travel 

throughout the Kingdom and make public proclamation, calling upon 

all workers in wood not now employed to present themselves at the 

Royal Court. 

 

(Princes arise and salute the King.  The Rangers enter the Court in 

column formation to serve as escort for the Princes.) 

 

BAELBAZER:  The Command of your Majesty shall be 

immediately obeyed. 
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KING:  May your journey be prosperous. 

 

(The Princes salute and with the Rangers circle around the room.  

The proclamation should be given at least twice in different parts of 

the room, the last in front of the candidates.  When the Princes are 

at the center of the seated candidates, the procession shall halt and 

face the candidates.  Following a fanfare on the trumpet, the 

proclamation shall be made by one of the Princes or by both in 

unison.) 

 

PRINCES:  Hear ye!  Hear ye!  By command of his Royal Majesty, 

King Hiram of Tyre, all workers in wood not now employed shall, 

forthwith, present themselves at his Royal Court for the purpose of 

labor in the forest of Lebanon.  Long live the King!  (Optional 

response--"Long live the King!") 

 

(The proclamation having been made, the procession shall march 

around and halt in front of the King.  The Princes advance two 

paces and salute.  The Rangers continue to march and retire to the 

rear of the Court.) 

 

BAELBAZER:  May it please, your Majesty.  We have obeyed the 

royal command and proclamation has been made throughout the 

Kingdom. 

 

KING:  Most noble Princes, you have my royal approbation.  Let us 

hope for a willing response. 

 

(The Princes shall be seated.  The Prince Master of the Palace shall 

rise and face the candidates.) 
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PRINCE MASTER OF THE PALACE:  Workmen, you have 

heard the royal proclamation.  He that will offer himself for labor in 

the forest of Lebanon, let him stand. 

 

(Candidates all stand.  The Prince Master of the Palace signals 

them to be seated, faces about, marches quickly to a position in 

front of the King and salutes.) 

 

PRINCE MASTER OF THE PALACE:  A message, your Majesty. 

 

KING:  And what is your message, Prince Master of the Palace? 

 

PRINCE MASTER OF THE PALACE:  Your Majesty, there are 

(number) workmen in the audience chamber who crave an audience 

with the King. 

 

KING:  Have you ascertained their business? 

 

PRINCE MASTER OF THE PALACE:  They are workers in wood 

who have heard the royal proclamation and desire to offer themselves 

for labor in the forest of Lebanon. 

 

KING:  Their prompt compliance is most gratifying and I will 

presently receive them.  You will return to these workmen and 

remain with them in the audience chamber until they are summoned 

to the royal presence. 

 

(The Prince Master of the Palace salutes and returns to the 

candidates where he takes a position at their right, facing the King; 

Candidates to be seated.) 
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KING:  Princes Baelbazer and Abibaal.  (They arise and salute)  

There are workmen in the audience chamber to whom I must soon 

grant an audience.   . 

 

(The Princes arise and salute.  The Prince Master of the Palace has 

the candidates arise then takes his position at the right of the line.         
 

When the candidates are in line before the King, they shall be 

halted by the Princes.  Prince Baelbazer is at the left of the line, 

Prince Abibaal is at the right.  The Prince Master stands behind the 

candidates in order to instruct them.   

 
BAELBAZER:  Your Majesty, these are (number) workmen from 

the cities of the Kingdom who desire to become hewers of timber in 

the forest of Lebanon. 
 

KING:  Are they of good report? 
 

BAELBAZER:  They are well known to me and to many of the 

brethren. 
 

KING:  Are they skilled in any craft? 
 

BAELBAZER:  They are skilled wood carvers and master workmen 

but, hearing of the need for more hewers of timber, have offered 

themselves for your service, whatever it may be. 
 

KING:  Workmen, you are most welcome for there is great need for 

more hewers in the Forest.  You have heard that my illustrious 

brother, King Solomon, who many years ago joined our Forest and 

has faithfully kept our secrets and traditions, appealed to me to assist 

him in the building of a temple at Jerusalem by furnishing him the 

timber which will be hewed by the Sidonians in our Forest, brought 
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down to the sea, conveyed in floats to Joppa and, thence, overland to 

Jerusalem. 
 

A Fraternal Brotherhood exists among the hewers of timber in the 

Forest of Lebanon, as well as among the hewers of stone in the 

quarries at Jerusalem. 
 

This hewers' fraternity is known as the Tall Cedars of Lebanon.  It 

was instituted by a royal decree in the days of King Amaram so that 

the workers in Lebanon should live and work together in harmony 

and brotherly love. 
 

To members of this Fraternity only are imparted the secrets of the 

Forest.  Do you desire to learn these secrets? 

 

 

PRINCE MASTER OF THE PALACE:  You will answer by 

saying I do. 

 

CANDIDATES:  I do. 

 

KING:  Are you willing to bind yourselves to us by a solemn and 

lasting obligation? 

 

PRINCE MASTER OF THE PALACE:  You will answer by 

saying, I am. 

 

CANDIDATES:  I am. 

 

KING:  Arise my Lords and witness their obligation. 

 

(All rise--Pyramid over hearts - -) 
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(The candidates face the Altar.  The Princes stand just behind the 

right and left sides of the Altar, facing the candidates.  When all are 

in position, the Prince Master of the Palace or King proceeds with 

the obligation.  In places where it is convenient the lights may be 

turned off, except the lights upon the Altar, which should be red or 

green.  If the whole Altar is not made of cedar wood, there shall be 

some places of rough cedar, or cedar boughs laid upon it.  The 

Bible should also be on the Altar.  A spotlight may be directed at the 

Prince Master of the Palace.  It is permissible for all members of 

the Forest to repeat the obligation with the candidates.) 

 

Note:  The audience shall arise for the obligation and place 

pyramids over hearts. 

 

 

PRINCE MASTER OF THE PALACE:  Place your right hand 

over your heart and in an audible voice say, I, pronounce your name 

and repeat, in the presence of his Majesty--King Hiram of Tyre--the 

Princes Baelbazer and Abibaal--with these Tall Cedars as my 

witnesses and before this Altar of Cedar Wood,--do hereby promise 

and vow--that I will never reveal--any of the secrets of Tall Cedarism 

that may now,--or at any future time,--be imparted to me as such. 

 

Furthermore, I promise--that I will firmly support--the Supreme 

Forest and its Officers,--and will abide by and loyally obey--all laws, 

rules, regulations,--orders and directives--lawfully promulgated by 

them;--and in the same manner--I will loyally support the Officers 

and obey the authority and laws--of this, or any other Forest, with 

which I may hereafter be connected. 
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Furthermore, I promise--that I will neither alter nor change,--subtract 

from, nor add to--the written or unwritten work of the Order--as set 

forth by the Supreme Forest,--nor will I hold Cedar 

communication--with anyone--who is not a Tall Cedar in good 

standing--in a lawfully chartered Forest. 

 

Furthermore, I promise--that I will never consent to,--nor assist in the 

introduction--into any of the ceremonies of the Forest,--or into any 

meeting or festivities--under its name or auspices,--of anything 

indecent,--obscene,--irreverent,--immoral--or harmful to the person 

or property of anyone. 

 

To the faithful observance--of all these promises I sincerely 

vow, --binding myself anew by all the penalties--of any obligations--I 

have ever taken elsewhere.  So help me God, --and keep me ever firm 

and true--in this my solemn vow. 

 

(The general membership should be seated.) 

 

ABIBAAL:  Tall Cedars, before you is the Altar of Cedar Wood.  

The original meaning of the word "cedar" is "firmly rooted, strong 

tree."  So may you ever be firmly rooted and strong in your love for 

our Order.  And as cedar wood is everlasting, so is the solemn 

obligation which you have just taken.  Ever be mindful of your 

threefold promise of Secrecy, Loyalty and Decency. 

 

BAELBAZER:  Brother Tall Cedars, we welcome you in Friendship, 

Love and Brotherhood.  Tall Cedarism is but another name for 

Hospitality and Good Cheer.  Friendliness, Sociability and Good 

Fellowship are the cardinal principles of Tall Cedarism so that when 
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you meet a Tall Cedar, you may be certain you are meeting a Friend, 

a Brother, and a Good Fellow. 

 

We welcome you as member of _____________ Forest No._______. 

 

The Musicians will sing or play - "The Cedar Vow" 

 

CEDAR VOW - Tune - "O Hear my prayer, O Lord" 

 

Words - Hear our Vow, O Lord 

         Hear our Vow, O Lord 

         Incline thine ear to us and 

         Grant us thy peace.  Amen 

 

 

KING:  The ceremony through which you have just passed is not a 

mere show and spectacle.  It has a deep and serious meaning.  You 

have represented skilled wood carvers and artists, as well as 

craftsmen.  The work of hewing timber was very rough for your 

skillful hands but you were so loyal to our King that as soon as you 

heard of his need, you offered yourselves for any service.  By such 

loyalty and willingness, you have shown us the grandeur of 

patriotism, the dignity of labor and the beauty of willing service. 

 

You may still be artists, for the highest and truest art is not so much 

in the thing produced, as in the spirit in which it is done.  He is 

indeed the true artist who puts his whole heart and soul into whatever 

his hands find to do.  All labor is equally honorable and to everyone 

who does his best with a willing heart and mind, the Great Master 

will say: "Well done, good and faithful servant, thou shall have a 

great reward." 
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(The Prince Master of the Palace seats the candidates to the side to 

make room for the exit of Prince Azariah and King Hiram.) 

 

KING:  And now, Prince Azariah, having witnessed our ceremonies 

and having learned of the increased number of workmen we have 

secured, you will return to your Royal Master with our message. 

 

(Prince Azariah rises, takes a position in front of and facing the 

King with his escort, salutes.) 

 

PRINCE AZARIAH:  Most Excellent King Hiram of Tyre, I am 

certain that my Lord and Master King Solomon will rejoice greatly in 

learning of your fulfilling his request for supplying timbers of Cedar 

for the building of his Temple. 

 

KING:  May your journey be peaceful and safe. 

 

(Prince Azariah retires accompanied by the rangers.) 

 

KING:  (Arises) Lords of the Royal Court, we have finished our 

labors and largely increased our number.  I, therefore, declare this 

Royal Court dissolved.  May peace and harmony ever abide with you.  

Farewell. 

 

ALL:  Long live the King. 

 

(Then the King, followed by his guards, Princes Baelbazer and 

Abibaal with the Prince Master of the Palace at the end, shall 

retire.) 
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(The Grand Tall Cedar will resume his station.  The newly 

obligated members remain seated under the charge of the Forest 

Guide who will escort those who have not received the Secret Work 

to the Altar.) 

 

GTC: You will now be instructed in the Secret Work by the District 

Deputy Supreme Tall Cedar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


