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NOTE: 
 
 
 
 

There should be no smoking or consumption of alcoholic beverages 
during a presentation of the Prologue and Royal Court Degree. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
In 2007 a degree was assembled and a stage performance of the 
Prologue and Royal Court was acted and recorded.  The overall 
intent was to provide those Forests that did not have a live degree 
team available a way to ensure that new members were provided an 
opportunity to see the degree.  The presentation of the Prologue and 
Royal Court is required annually for each Forest.  A presentation 
of the recorded version meets that requirement. 
 
During the presentation one person should be monitoring the 
progress and have control over the operation so that pauses and live 
action intervention can be applied at the appropriate places in the 
presentation. 
 
This manual is not a complete reproduction of the Prologue and 
Royal Court Ritual Booklet.  It is intended to assist the GTC, Guide 
and DVD operator in giving a proper presentation, those portions 
of the script that are included have been underlined. The remaining 
portions of the script have not been included.  It is imperative for 
the GTC, Guide and DVD Operator monitor to be familiar with the 
entire script of the Prologue and Royal Court Ritual Booklet prior 
to the presentation of the recorded version.  Those same individuals 
have significant roles in successfully making this presentation.   
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PROLOGUE AND ROYAL COURT - Instructions 
 
1.  GENERAL DIRECTIONS 

a. The conferring of any of the Degrees of Tall Cedarism 
(Prologue, Royal Court, or Sidonian) in full or short form 
must be accomplished in a regularly opened Tall Cedar 
Meeting.  The degree conferral may be at a regular meeting, or 
a special called meeting, if the membership is notified and it is 
operating under a proper dispensation. 

 

 b. The Prologue and Royal Court may be dramatized excluding 
the Secret Work at an Open Meeting which will be presented at 
a Tiled Meeting. 

  

Our Ritual is based upon the important historical occurrences at 
the time of the building of King Solomon's Temple and deals with a 
chapter of the Temple's history, which is covered by the Degree 
work of our Fraternity.  It consists of two scenes, the Prologue and 
the Royal Court.  The degree work is divided into two scenes, the 
Prologue and the Royal Court. 
 

The scene of the Prologue is in front of the tent of the Master 
Overseer of King Solomon, at the time of the building of the 
Temple.  The dialogues stress the need for more timber.  The 
decision is made to ask King Hiram of Tyre for cedar wood and the 
use of his workmen to hew it. 
 

The scene of the Royal Court is in the High Court of Tyre, calling 
for, and employing the workmen of Sidon as hewers of cedar wood 
in the forest of Lebanon. 
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The scenes in these two Degrees portray, in a manner, the means by 
which the workers of Sidon were gathered together for labor in the 
forest of Lebanon. 
 
The scene of the Prologue is laid in front of the tent of the Master 
Overseer of King Solomon at the time of the building of the Temple.  
The scene of the Royal Court depicts the court of Tyre and portrays 
the means by which the workers of Tyre and Sidon were gathered 
for labor in the forests of Lebanon during the reign of King Hiram 
and coincidental with the reign of King Solomon at Jerusalem. 
 
According to our accepted traditions, we learn that the hewers of 
wood in Lebanon were bound together in fraternal brotherhood, as 
were the hewers of stone at Jerusalem and the workers engaged in 
the erection of the Temple. 
 
The Full Form of the Prologue and the Royal Court is a dramatic 
and spectacular presentation of the calling and employment of the 
workmen of Sidon by King Hiram to become hewers of timber in 
his forest of Lebanon. 
 
The Prologue and Royal Court shall be presented in a serious and 
dignified manner and made as impressive as possible.  During 
Initiations, All entrances and exits shall be tiled and kept closed 
until the conclusion of the Secret Work.  The members of the 
Forest shall remain seated, except while the obligation is being 
given, and all unnecessary conversation and movements avoided.  
The ceremonies of the Royal Court admit much elaboration in 
costumes and properties.  It may be made very spectacular, 
especially in the entry of the King and his enthronement and also 
the entry of Prince Azariah. 
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INTRODUCTION TO PROLOGUE AND ROYAL COURT 
DRAMATIZATION 

 
(Before the Prologue is presented (or communicated), the Grand 
Tall Cedar, or someone designated by him, shall rise and say:) 
 
GTC:  Brother Tall Cedars, we are about to present the Prologue to 
the Royal Court of King Hiram of Tyre so that we may increase the 
number of workmen in the Forest.   Brother Guide (the Guide rises 
and salutes) you will admit the workmen who are waiting and place 
them in the audience chamber. 
 
(The Guide brings in the candidates and seats them in the front of 
the room.  They are not to be hoodwinked.  There must be no 
attempt at fun.  All proceedings in the Prologue must be orderly 
and full of dignity.) 
 
GTC: (To candidates and all) The Prologue and Royal Court will 
now be presented, please direct your attention to the screen.  Please 
dim the lights and begin the presentation. 
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ROYAL COURT 
 
PRINCE MASTER OF THE PALACE:  Arise, my lords. 
 
DVD:  Pause until all have risen. 
 
GTC: (3 Raps) 
 
DVD:  Resume Presentation. 
 
KING:  Lords of the Royal Court, I greet you with a kingly 
salutation.  May health and happiness abide with you and may long 
life and prosperity be your portion.  My Lords, be seated. 
 
GTC: (1 Rap) 
 
KING:  My Lords, arise and witness his solemn pledge. Prince 
Azariah, place your right hand on the Holy Scroll and repeat after me. 
 
DVD:  Pause until all have risen.   (All will arise but Do not remove 
Pyramids.) 
 
GTC: (3 Raps) 
 
DVD:  Resume Presentation. 
 
King:  I do hereby solemnly promise and vow--upon my honor as a 
Prince--to keep forever secret--all that is imparted to me--at this 
Court--and will never reveal the same--to any living person--except 
to my Royal Master, King Solomon. 
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My Lords, be seated. 
 
GTC: (1 Rap) 
 
PRINCES:  Hear ye!  Hear ye!  By command of his Royal Majesty, 
King Hiram of Tyre, all workers in wood not now employed shall, 
forthwith, present themselves at his Royal Court for the purpose of 
labor in the forest of Lebanon.  Long live the King! 
 
All: Long live the King! 
 
PRINCE MASTER OF THE PALACE:  Workmen, you have 
heard the royal proclamation.  He that will offer himself for labor in 
the forest of Lebanon, let him stand. 
 
DVD:  Pause until all have risen. 
 
Guide: Candidates will stand. 
 
DVD:  Resume Presentation. 
 
Guide: Candidates will be seated. 
 
KING:  Princes Baelbazer and Abibaal.  There are workmen in the 
audience chamber to whom I must soon grant an audience. 
 
DVD:  Pause until all Candidates have risen. 
 
Guide: Candidates will stand. 
 
DVD:  Resume Presentation. 
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KING:  Workmen, you are most welcome for there is great need for 
more hewers in the Forest.  You have heard that my illustrious 
brother, King Solomon, who many years ago joined our Forest and 
has faithfully kept our secrets and traditions, appealed to me to assist 
him in the building of a temple at Jerusalem by furnishing him the 
timber which will be hewed by the Sidonians in our Forest, brought 
down to the sea, conveyed in floats to Joppa and, thence, overland to 
Jerusalem. 
 

A Fraternal Brotherhood exists among the hewers of timber in the 
Forest of Lebanon, as well as among the hewers of stone in the 
quarries at Jerusalem. 
 

This hewers' fraternity is known as the Tall Cedars of Lebanon.  It 
was instituted by a royal decree in the days of King Amaram so that 
the workers in Lebanon should live and work together in harmony 
and brotherly love. 
 

DVD:  Pause until Guide has finished his instructions to the 
Candidates. 
 
Guide: The Candidates will answer each question as they are 
presented by the King.  To the first you will answer; I do.  To the 
second question you will answer; I am. 
 
DVD:  Resume Presentation. 
 
King:  To members of this Fraternity only are imparted the secrets of 
the Forest.  Do you desire to learn these secrets? 
 
CANDIDATES:  I do. 
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KING:  Are you willing to bind yourselves to us by a solemn and 
lasting obligation? 
 
CANDIDATES:  I am. 
 
KING:  Arise my Lords and witness their obligation. 
DVD: Pause until all have risen. 
 
GTC: (3 Raps) Tall Cedars hold Pyramids over left shoulder. 
 
Guide: All candidates and members will participate in the conferring 
of the obligation as directed by the presentation. 
 
DVD: Resume Presentation. 
 
PRINCE MASTER OF THE PALACE:  Place your right hand 
over your heart and in an audible voice say, I, pronounce your name 
and repeat, in the presence of his Majesty--King Hiram of Tyre--the 
Princes Baelbazer and Abibaal--with these Tall Cedars as my 
witnesses and before this Altar of Cedar Wood, --do hereby promise 
and vow--that I will never reveal--any of the secrets of Tall Cedarism 
that may now,--or at any future time,--be imparted to me as such. 
 
Furthermore, I promise--that I will firmly support--the Supreme 
Forest and its Officers,--and will abide by and loyally obey--all laws, 
rules, regulations,--orders and directives--lawfully promulgated by 
them;--and in the same manner--I will loyally support the Officers 
and obey the authority and laws--of this, or any other Forest, with 
which I may hereafter be connected. 
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Furthermore, I promise--that I will neither alter nor change,--subtract 
from, nor add to--the written or unwritten work of the Order--as set 
forth by the Supreme Forest,--nor will I hold Cedar 
communication--with anyone--who is not a Tall Cedar in good 
standing--in a lawfully chartered Forest. 
 
Furthermore, I promise--that I will never consent to,--nor assist in the 
introduction--into any of the ceremonies of the Forest,--or into any 
meeting or festivities--under its name or auspices,--of anything 
indecent,--obscene,--irreverent,--immoral--or harmful to the person 
or property of anyone. 
 
To the faithful observance--of all these promises I sincerely 
vow, --binding myself anew by all the penalties--of any obligations--I 
have ever taken elsewhere.  So help me God, --and keep me ever firm 
and true--in this my solemn vow. 
 
DVD: Pause 
 
GTC: Candidates will remain standing. (1 Rap) 
 
DVD: Resume Presentation. (The general membership should be 
seated.) 
 
We welcome you as member of _____________ Forest No._______. 
 
GTC: (1 Rap) 
 
KING: (Arises) Lords of the Royal Court, we have finished our 
labors and largely increased our number.  I, therefore, declare this 
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Royal Court dissolved.  May peace and harmony ever abide with you.  
Farewell. 
 
ALL:  Long live the King! 
 
(The Grand Tall Cedar will resume his station.  The newly 
obligated members remain seated under the charge of the Forest 
Guide who will escort those who have not received the Secret Work 
to the Altar.) 
 
GTC: You will now be instructed in the Secret Work by the District 
Deputy Supreme Tall Cedar. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


