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Impeachment and
Brother Andrew Iohnson

Ir-r the nearl.v 250 years of United States l-ristory the irr-rpeachrnent of a
President has only taken place three times.

Tl-re U.S. House of Representatives "irnpeaches, " but retnoval from office must

therr be approved by a 213 rzote in the U.S. Senate. None of tl-re three impeachments

by tl-re l{ouse were approved by tl-re LI.S. Senate. Therefore, ail tl-rree Presider-rts

continued in office.

The three presidents that r,r.ere in-rpeached b-v the U.S. House of Representatives

r,r,ere Andrer,v Johnson, Williarn Ciinton, and Donald Trurnp.
Andreu, Iohnson \vas a lvlaster Mason frotn Tennessee. He tvas the Vice

President of the tlnited States in April, 1865, when President Abraharn Lincoh-r

was assassir-rated. iohnson was irnrnediately eler.ated to President. The issues for his

subsequent irnpeachrnent h,ere nllmerolls, but in short, Presider-rt Johnson's lenient
Reconstruction program for the defeated South after the Civil War was opposed by

many in Congress.

While in the White House, Brother Iohr-rson r,r,as knorvn to attend Lodge and

enjoy tl-re fellor,r,ship of l-ris bretl-rren. He reportedly attended Lodge rather than i-ris

on,n irnpeachrnent trial.
According to The Old Past lvlaster's lvlasonic Almanac, Iohnson became the first President to becorne

a Scottish Rite Mason, receiving his degrees in the Wirite House on June 20, 1867 . He had eariier received

the Knight Tempiar orders.

While President, he participated in at least four r\,lasonic cornerstone ceremonies: the lvlonument to
Stephen A. Douglass in Chicago, Septernber 6, 1866; and lvlasonic I'ernples in Baltirr-rore on l.\1or,. 20, 1866;

Boston on ]une 24, 1867, and \Vashington, DC, on ivlav 20, 1868.

When the cornerstone was iaid in Baltimore, someone suggested that a chair be prorrided for the
President on the revier,vir-rg piatforrr-r. Iohnsor-r refused, savir-rg, "\{re all rneet on t}re Ievel," artd he ret-nained

standir-rg with his brethren.
Brother Johnson r,vas proud of his Masonic membersirip. When he died, Ite u,as buried n,ith full

lvlasonic honors. History 1121, prorride one side of Andlg\,\r lohnson, but we, as lvlasons, can see another side

of this lvlasonic Brother.

4 Grand Masters Honor President Ford
Four Grand lvlasters placed a nreath at the gravesite of former President and Brother Gerald R. Ford on

Novernber 23,2079 in Grand Rapids, lvlichigan. The Grar-rd lvlasters rvere lvlostWorshipful Brothers Robert
C. Strader, of Wisconsin; Kenneth Roy, of Indiana; Marklvlanning, of lvlichigan, and Keitl-r Newton, of Ol'rio.

They lvere attendirrg a Tri-State (lndiana, Michigan, and Ohio) degree exernplification event irr Grand
Rapids.
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